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Since the beginning of February, this Embassy had certainly noted
numerous indications of Germany's intentions concerning Czecho-
slovakia. These convergent symptoms left no doubt that the Nazis
were only awaiting a favourable opportunity to finish the work begun
at Munich and to deal the final blow to a State which, already mortally
wounded, was struggling with inextricable internal difficulties.

But it seems that the decision was not taken until March 8 or 9,
that is, after the departure of Field-Marshal Goering for Italy, whence
he was urgently recalled. Only on March 11 and 12 came the first
reports of troop movements. On the 14th, about 200,000 men were
massed on the frontiers of Bohemia and Moravia, This concentration
took place without any disturbance of the normal life of the country.
Once more, bombers played a decisive role. They were the
unanswerable argument to which the Czech Ministers bowed, anxious
to spare their people the horrors and the destruction of aerial
bombardment.

In another letter 1 point out the repercussions likely to occur in
Europe as a result of the new changes brought about in the map of
the Continent under the pressure of Nazi Germany.

In conclusion I will simply draw attention to what may be learnt
from this new coup committed by the Third Reich.

Nazi Germany has now thrown aside the mask. Until now, she
has denied the charge of imperialism. She asserted that her only
wish was to re-unite as far as possible all the Germans of Central
Europe in one family, to the exclusion of aliens. To-day, it is clear
that the Fiihrer's thirst for domination knows no limit.

It is equally clear that all hopes of opposing to the Fiihrer any
arguments other than those of force are in vain. The Third Reich
has the same contempt as the Empire of Wilhelm II for treaties and
pledges. Germany remains the country of ''scraps of paper."

National security as well as world peace demand from the French
people an immense effort of discipline and the organization of the
country's whole energy, which alone will enable France, with the
help of her friends, to assert herself and defend her interests in the
face of so formidable an adversary as the Germany of Adolf Hitler,
plunging forward to the conquest of Europe.

COULONDRE.
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M. ARDIET, French Consul in Nuremberg,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Nuremberg, March 16, 1939.

GAULEITER STRETCHER, at a great demonstration organized yester-
day evening in Nuremberg on the occasion of the German troops'
entry into Bohemia and Moravia, made the following statement:
"This is only a beginning: far greater events will follow; the